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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine 1s not mine, but his that 
sent me. Tf any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—Sr. JoHN vii: 16, 17. 
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[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 455.] 
SoME idea of this doctrine of salvation for the dead has prevailed, in a 
vague and indistinct way, in the minds of many people; yet it is but the 
glimmering of the light which undoubtedly was shed upon the earth, 
especially in the hearts of the Saints, in the days of Jesus; for they, with- 
out question, understood this doctrine of salvation for the dead. True, 
there are very few passages in Scripture to produce in proof of this; but 
one very pointed remark of Paul gives evidence that the Saints to whom 
he was writing understood this principle, for he said unto them in the 
course of an epistle on the resurrection and the glories of the future, 
“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 
not at all?” Then we read in Peter of Jesus Himself having gone, while 
His body lay in the tomb, to visit the spirits in prison. What for? To 
fulfil the prophecies of ancient men, that He should go and throw open 
the prison doors and say to the captive, Come forth. This was the mission 
Jesus had to fulfil. Only part of His work was done when He was cruci- 
fied on Mount Calvary. It was necessary for Him, the Redeemer, the 
only person whose name will bring salvation to mankind upon the earth, 
to throw open the prison doors of those who were captive and who had 
been suffering since the days of Noah because of their sins. You scrip- 
torians know that when Noah was upon the earth it was necessary, in 
order to check the evil which prevailed, that the Lord should send a flood 
to destroy the human family. What! could that all-merciful Being whom 
we worship destroy His children? Yes, because death meant salvation to 
them. They were sinning away the day of grace; they were going to 
those limits where the saving power of the Redeemer’s blood could not 


- 
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reach them, and in mercy and love for those children the Lord sent a flood 
to destroy them, that there might come a day in the future when redemp- 
tion and salvation should come to them. Jesus, as the Savior of the 
world, had this mission to perform of going to these spirits in prison and 
throwing open the doors, that they might come forth and receive the 
blessings which their brethren and sisters in the flesh were receiving 
under the administrations of the Apostles of the Lord. 

When Jesus said to the thief, in answer to his request, “To-day thou 
shalt be with mein paradise,” He did not mean that the thief, vile and 
corrupt, would go instantly into the presence of God; but he should go 
to paradise, where Jesus Himself went. Even at the Jast moment, when 
the breath was leaving his body, as he showed true repentance so did he 
go into a place of rest and peace. The heathens do not go to hell because 
they have not heard the name of Jesus. They are not thrust into dark- 
ness because the sound of the Gospel has never reached their ears. No, 
God forbid that this should be the case! It is not one of the attributes 
of the Lord to be unjust or unmerciful to His children, and would it not 
be injustice, would it not be the height of uncharitableness to thrust out 
from hope and from salvation men and women who through no fault of 
their own had never heard the Gospel or the name of Jesus? It certainly 
would be. But this is not the case. All men, as is told us by the ancient 
Prophet, who have lived righteous lives upon the earth, though they have 
not received the Gospel in its fulness, when they die go to a state of rest 
and peace, and there they remain and gradually advance in the way the 
Lord has provided, until they receive their exaltation and glory in the 
presence of God. 

Joseph Smith, just after receiving the revelation of this Gospel, was 
concerned about his brother who had died without the truth, and the Lord 
opened the heavens to him that he might see his brother in a state of joy 
and peace, and of exaltation to a certain degree. So if the veil could be 
withdrawn to-day we would see our loved ones—those who have died in 
the centuries that have passed, and who have lived according to the light 
which God has given them—in a state of happiness and peace. No 
trouble! No tossing about in the lake of fire and brimstone! But the 
wicked, whether they belong to any church or not, go into a condition 
that is likened to a place of fire and brimstone; not a literal one, but 
where indeed the tortures of hell are endured. Possibly every one of us 
has experienced in our time what those tortures are. The tortures of 
the mind are incomparably greater than the tortures of the body. The 
pain which we suffer in the flesh dwindles into insignificance in com- 
parison with the sufferings which we undergo from a tender conscience 
that has been seared. 

The Latter-day Saints are building Temples for the purpose of redeeming 
theirdead. Redeeming them? Yes. Jesus said that unless a man is born 
of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. He 
did not confine it to the people living in the flesh at that time; but He 
extended it to the whole human family. Consequently it applies with 
equal force to those who are dead as to those who are living, and “for 
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this cause,” the Apostle Peter says, “was the Gospel preached also to 
them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men m 
the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.» Those who have 
passed away will be judged according to men in the flesh; but they can 
only, it is very evident, live according to God in the spirit because they 
are in the spirit. If, however, they reject the Gospel there, certainly 
their condemnation will be as great as that of any mortal who rejects it; 
yet I think the cases will be very few af those who in the spirit world 
reject the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. You can very well understand 
this when you think of how you would feel if you had been in prison for 
years, having constantly before your mind the thought of your misdeeds 
which had brought you to such punishment. Would you not welcome the 
day when amy person wonld comé to you and throw open the prison doors 
and say, “Go forth, ye captive ones, your sins are forgiven you?” We 
would naturally be eager to accept the deliverance thus offered. 

When this doctrine was first revealed to Joseph Smith it seemed as 
though simultaneously therewith a spirit was poured out upon men in the 
world to begin to search out the line of their ancestry; and it is a remark- 
able fact that there has been a spirit poured out upon the people in the 
New England States especially to trace their genealogy back to the 
Puritan Fathers, and thence to the countries in Europe whence their 
ancestors emigrated. Books almost without number have been published 
giving the line of descent of many notable families in this country. What 
is it! Why, it is the fulfilment of the prophecy fougd in the last of the 
old Scriptures, uttered by Malachi, that “I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 
The hearts of the children are evidently turned towards their fathers and 
they are seeking all the names and history that they cap gather pertaining 
to their ancestry. The Latter-day Saints recognize this as a special 
providence of God, because by this means the names of those who are 
dead are being gathered, so that the work can be done in these temples; 
so that their kindred or friends can be baptized for them, that their 
records can be found complete in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

These means are being used by the Latter-day Saints not only to trace 
their own ancestry, byt also to do the work for those who have no repre- 
sentative in the Church of Christ upon the earth. Great sums of money 
are being expended in these directions, and thie work will go on, and 
while we do not expect to eomplete it before the dawn of the Millennium, 
which is nearer than many of us anticipate, we do expect that in the 
thousand years of rest this work will constantly grow, and that buildings 
such as this Temple, and still greater, will be erected on the face of this 
land. 

They will be filled with loving posterity, with children whose hearts are 
yearning for the salvation of their kindred dead. But what knowledge 
we have to-day we should utilize. We should not neglect the opportu- 
nities which we now have of laboring in these Temples. I know of many 
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people among us who have received some information concerning their 
kindred ; but they think the work is so slight that they are postponing it 
day after day, and some of us will die without having done this work 
which our kindred are expecting us to perform for them. Then, let me 
ask you, how will we appear before our dead ones? Shall we say to them 
we were so engrossed in business and in the things of life that we could 
not find time to do something for their redemption and exaltation? I 
imagine we will feel then something at least of the tortures of hell; for 
the hell which I expect to inherit, if I sin, is the hell of duty neglected, of 
opportunities postponed, and of failing to do things which my conscience 
tells me I ought to do. 

Now I want to say, in passing, to the Latter-day Saints, if you have only 
succeeded in obtaining the name of one of your loved ones who is dead, do 
not allow a day to pass, when the opportunity is given you, without doing 
this work for that one. I have no hesitation in saying that those who 
will seize upon the opportunities that are given them and will do the work 
for those whose names and genealogies they have, will find the way opened 
before them and names will be given to them, either by human agencies or 
by the revelations of God to them directly. I know of numbers of instances 
that go to prove this. I can only mention perhaps one. A man who 
had the names of seven of his dead, and who thought it of too small 
moment to make the trip to Manti to work for them in the Temple, (this 
Temple in Salt Lake was not completed then) was encouraged to go, and 
was promised that if he went he would soon find the way to obtain other 
names. Before he had completed the work for the seven he learned of a 
society in the east to whom he wrote and received immediately a book 
containing the names and direct ancestry of more than three thousand of 
of his kindred. Thus a work was opened up before him which he has not 
yet been able to accomplish. This is the experience of many Latter-day 
Saints who have worked in the temples. I fear that we are drawing away 
too much from these sacred ordinances and forgetting the duties which 
we owe to the dead. 

Another thing, which is of more serious consequence, perhaps, to us who 
are living, is the fact that we are forgetting the duties which we owe to 
ourselves in receiving our partners in life. Wedo not appreciate, it seems 
to me, the privilege of being sealed for time and eternity. What! family 
organizations in the other world? I imagine the startled feeling which 
takes possesion of some people at the thought of family government behind 
the veil, and their minds will revert to the saying of the Savior, that 
in the resurrection there is neither marrying nor giving in marriage. But 
remember the people to whom he was speaking then; they did not believe 
in the resurrection. There'is verily neither marrying nor giving in marri- 
age in eternity, because such things must be done here. The power which 
Jesus bestowed upon Peter, that whatsoever he bound on earth should be 
bound in heaven, and whatsoever he loosed on earth should be loosed in 
heaven—that samepower exists in the Church uf Christ to-day, and men 
and women can be sealed here in the flesh and know that they are sealed 
for eternity as well as time. And there is no power that can separate them 
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excepting their own unfaithfulness. Women who think to escape their 
husbands, who are faithful men, and get away from them, are deceiving 
themselves. They are sealed to their husbands for time and eternity; and 
while the courts of the land may separate them for time, the power is not 
conferred upon any human court to separate men and women in eternity. 
That power is held by God alone, or the man to whom He has delegated that 
authority. And the children will be bound to their fathers and mothers 
in eternity. The family organization will exist there. It exists here to- 
day. You know that God in Heaven is our Father. He stands at the 
head of this human family. We are His offspring, and here we see exem- 
plified the very experience through which we will pass if we are faithful. 
We will some day be gods—gods of our own posterity, if we perform the 
duties required of us here and adopt the principles which will make us 
worthy to be united in eternity. But otherwise we will be as the angels 
of Heaven, if we are worthy of such a blessing as being the angels of 
Heaven. And who arethey? They are ministering servants, exalted and 
pure though they are, to those who have received the greater and more 
eternal weight of glory. 

When I hear of young men and women raised in this Church, who 
should have inherited the faith of the Gospel, who should have nursed it 
at their mothers’ breasts, who should have it instilled into them from their 
earliest years—when I hear of them neglecting these blessings which are 
held out to them, it pains me; indeed it pains me sorely. I know this is 
the work of God. I know that He has established it nevermore to be over- 
come. Individuals may fall; our knees may tremble and falter; our faith 
may become dim; ~we may lose the the testimony which we now possess; 
but this work of God cannot be overcome by any acts of ours, by our 
apostasy, by our failure to sustain it, or withdrawal of our membership in 
the Church. This work is destined to stand on the earth, and it will 
gather within it the good, the noble, the righteous, and the holy of all 
people. There will be many who will not become members who will yet 
acknowledge the glory of Zion. This is not said in a boastful spirit, 
because I say to you this is not the work of man; and while weak, feeble 
men are used as the instruments for accomplishing God’s purposes, the 
man who takes any glory to himself for the doing of any good stands upon 
dangerous ground and will certainly lose the faith, unless he puts from 
him that spirit of pride and self-exaltation. This work is destined to grow 
and increase in power, in majesty, and in glory, until every soul upon the 
face of the earth who is honest has received the truth; and those who will 
not receive the truth will yet bow the knee to Him who shall be the King 
and the Lord, even Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of the earth. 

I say to every soul present to-day, if we cannot do as God has command- 
ed us, let us at least encourage within ourselves the spirit to do some little 
good for ourselves and others, to be filled with charity and love for our 
families, and to be kind to the creatures that God has placed upon this, 
His earth. I hold that we have not the right unnecessarily to take life, 
even the life of the humblest insect that crawls upon the ground. It is 
illustrated in the lesson which Joseph Smith taught to one of the members 
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of Zion’s canrp. There were rattlesnakes in the camp, and one of the 
brethren was about to kill them. Joseph withheld him. He said, “How 
do you expect enmity to cease between man and beast if mem continually 
seek tokill theanimals?!” Hesaid that if we would banish from our hearts 
this spirit to destroy and murder, the day would soon come when the lion 
and the lamb would lie down together, and the little child should play 
with the most venomous reptiles without harm. As if to verify his words, 
two or three days later, one of the brethren lay down to sleep upon the 
ground and when he awoke there lay between his arm apd head a large 
rattlesnake coiled up, and though it was aroused it made no effort to strike 
and they drove it quietly out of the camp. 

You can see the power of kindness even ameng dumb brutes. We have 
no right to take that which we cannot give—life, except in cases where it 
is necessary for food. But I say to you, my brethren and sisters, and to 
myself, let us be diligent in the work of God Let us be faithful in keep- 
ing the covenants which we have made with God. If we are, though we 
are weak and humble in life, the Lord will exalt us in eternity. And be 
sure of this, that if we tremble, if our faces blanch, if our knees shake, if 
our lips quiver, still the word of God is established upon the rock which 
cannot be shaken. God is itsauthor, and it will stand. And if we cannot 
receive the full faith of the Gospel, let us still not put forth our hands to 
harm the work, but stand still and see the salvation of God. Amen. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


There were 249,273 Indians in the United States at the last census. 

President Cleveland now has three daughters, the last ome being born on the 7th. inst. 

The climate of Mexicd. i so varied that it is said any product of the tropics or the 
polar regions can be raised in that country. 

A telegram from New York to Australia has to go nearly 20,000 miles, 15,000 of which 
are by submarine cable, and it is handled by fifteen operators. 

Thirteen students of Princeton College, New Jetsey, who wére proceeding to Yellow. 
stone-park to study the geological formations, have not been heard from since the party 
reached Union Pass, Wyoming, a fortnight ago. It is feared that they have Leen cap- 
tured by Bannock Indians, who have assembled in force along the route. The Indians 
are enraged at the Government’s efforts to prevent their killing game. 


Dr. Berson last year ascendéd alone to perhaps the highest point ever reached by man; 
certainly his barometer reading 9.1 inches, corresponding to an elevation of approximately 
30,000 feet, is the lowest ever made. At this height of nearly six miles the aspirated 
thermometer read 54 degrees below zero F. and one exposed to the sun’s rays only 11 
degrees below zero. Dr. Berson inhaled oxygen at times and syffered little from tbis 
extraordinary trip. 

Bleaching by peroxide of hydrogen has now become almost universal. This substance 
is simply water with an added atom of oxygen, which extra oxygen unites with and de- 
stroys the pigments of vegetable and animal substances without affecting the fibers in any 
way or leaving in them any foreign matter. It can be used with any material. Ivory, 
bone, human hair, wool, silk, jute, linen, and cotton can all be bleached, and wool on the 
sheep or the hair on the human head can be whitened without in'the least affecting its 
growth or vigor. 
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Modern industry has a foothold in the arctic regions. Mines are worked on a large 
scale and a railroad is regularly operated in such high latitudes. This is the case in 
Sweden, where the Lulea-Gellivare Railroad, built for the purpose of carrying iron ore 
from the Gellivare mines to the seaport of Lulea, extends fifty miles above the arctic 
circle, and enjoys the distinction of being the first railroad to open up the frigid zone. 


It is said that the bindings of old books may be renovated so as to look as if newly 
bound by following these directions: After wiping the work with a very soft rag in order 
to remove every particle of dust, a fine sponge saturated with alcohol should be passed 
over the binding, after which apply with a camel’s hair pencil or a little wadding as 
rapidly as possible a coat of varnish composed of the white of an egg dissolved in a third 
of its volume of 90 per cent. alcohol. 


Witchcraft held its own amongst the upper classes in Enyland till the beginning of the 
present century; and can any human being say that there is no longer some excuse for its 
survival among an ignorant peasantry in the example of their betters? Though it may 
be a duty to punish for the excesses, does it lie in the mouth of a generation-which has 
believed in planchette, in spiritualism, and in the ‘‘prophetic religions,” in spite of the 
Bridgewater Agapemone case; and the still worse fraud of the itinerant seer who induced 
—with results which may be imagined--seven credulous young women to accept the view 
that they had been assigned to him by heaven for his spiritual comfort, to upbraid the 
Irish peasantry for their faith in witchcraft? In all seriousness, however, it is satisfactory 
to find that the Clonmel! outbreak has been sternly dealt with. Sir Matthew Hale said 
that “the made no doubt there were such creatures as witches” in 1665; Sir William 
Blackstone, in 1765, wrote ‘“‘that to deny the possibility—nay, the actual existence— of 
witchcraft and sorcery is flatly to contradict the revered Word of God in various passages 
of the Old and New Testaments,” and, in 1597, James the Sixth of Scotland, in his 
treatise on “‘ Demonology,” proceeded as follows: ‘*‘ Witches are not generally melan- 
cholic; but some are rich and worldly wise, some are fat and corpulent, and most part 
are given over to the pleasures of the flesh; and, further, experience daily proves how 
loath they are to confess, without torture, which witnessethe their guiltinesse.” Perhaps 
there was in Clonmel some lingering belief that the conceptions of witchcraft embodied 
in these passages were still authoritative. It is just as well that the illusion has now been 
dissipated.—Law Journal. 


The Pools of Solomon lie on the left of the road to Hebron, and at a distance from 
Jerusalem of about two hours. Distances in the East are measured by time, not by 
miles, as with us. The distance in question, however, depends considerably on the eon- 
dition of the road. When last I journeyed along it, the mud was so deep we had much 
difficulty in getting onward. At one place the horses came to a standstill: they were 
unable to drag the carriage, and we had to alight in order to ease the ship to make head- 
way. We were sorry for the poor brutes, they were so cruelly used by the driver. One 
of them bled from the fierce blows he inflicted. After a distance of one hour from 
the city, we arrived at the Tomb of Rachel. The existing building in its present form is 
Saracenic, without claim to antiquity. It consists of four low walls, surmounted with a 
dome. It is much reverenced by Christians, Jews,and Mohammedans. It is interesting 
in its sacred associations, and is much visited by pilgrims. The spot will ever be regarded 
with tender emotion and sympathy. Here it was that Rachel, the loved wife of Jacob, 
died after having given birth to the babe she named ‘‘ Benoni,” Son of Sorrow. The 
Patriarch later on referred to the sad event, and related how he buried her, “in the way 
of Ephrath, the same is Bethlehem.” The tomb is at no great distance from this latter 
place. For many centuries the spot was marked by a pyramid of stones; and it was in 
the fifteenth century that the existing structure was erected. We leave it, and pass 
onward along the slope of the valley. We notice on our right the town of Bét-JAla, sit- 
uated on the mountain side. It appears to correspond with the ancient Giloh, noted as 
the birthplace of Ahithophel, the counsellor of Absalom. Its inhabitants are Christians. 
—-Quiver. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 25, 1895. 


— 


THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT. 


Ir will not be disputed by the sects of Christendom that to be born of the 
Holy Spirit is absolutely essential to obtain an entrance into the kingdon: 
of God; Jesus stated that a man could not even see this kingdom unless 
he was born of the water and of the Spirit. Such being the case the 
importance of obtaining the precious gift of the Holy Ghost will be 
readily seen. 

Since God is unchangeable the Holy Ghost also must be so, and it may 
be laid down as a fundamental principle that similar results should at all 
times follow the possession of the Spirit of God. What was true in the 
beginning cannot be untrue to-day, and Jesus in speaking of His Father 
says: “Thy word is truth;” therefore man can place entire confidence in 
the promises which the Lord has made, whether through the Savior or 
through the prophets. The absence of any blessing whieh the Almighty 
has said should be given can without exception be attributed to the 
failure of man to fulfil the conditions required for obtaining it—never to 
the fault of the Lord. 

Now let us see what were some of the promises given to the disciples 
concerning the Holy Ghost. Jesus says: “But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.” John xiv: 26. Here then is one very important 
office of the Spirit of God—and it may be called miraculous—for under 
ordinary circumstances the disciples must’ necessarily have forgotten 
much that Christ told them, and perhaps some of the commandments 
most essential] to the well being and advancement of the Church. Through 
its assistance the Apostle John was enabled to write his gospel many 
years after the crucifixion, and this contains numerous sayings of Christ 
which are not found any where else. It was also to teach them all things, 
and this is nothing short of revelation. The present people of the world 
deny that revelation is given, and yet claim to have the possession of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Jesus again says: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself: but what- 
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to 
come.” John xvi: 13. This characteristic of the Holy Spirit is totally 
absent from the sectarian churches of to-day. Not only this, but they 
ridicule even the intimation of a man being able to predict future events. 
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Does not the opposing of this gift as one of the necessary accompaniments 
of the Holy Ghost fully prove that the person fighting it has not this 
Spirit upon him? Though he himself may not possess the gift to prophesy, 
yet if inspired by the Spirit of God he will not deny that it should be in 
the Church as it was when the Apostles were upon the earth. 

“Wherefore I give you to understand * * that no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 1 Cor. xii: 3. 
Obviously Paul was here referring to a testimony like that which Peter 
possessed when he said to Jesus: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God:” not simply to the ability of one to speak those words without 
knowing they were true. But the knowledge of Christ as the Savior 
comes Only from God, as Jesus says: “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
isin Heaven.” Matt. xvi: 17. This taken in connection with the state- 
ment in Revelation xix: 10, “The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of 
prophecy,” shows that any one who truly can say that Jesus is the Savior 
must be in possession of a gift of God which partakes of the nature of 
prophecy. But this is not admitted by thousands of those who profess to 
believe in Christ. The reconcilement of the difficulty must be left to 
them, for we are unable to understand how one claiming to believe in 
the Scriptures, and urging the necessity of having a testimony of Jesus 
abiding in the heart, can still deny that the gifts of the Holy Ghost are 
essential. 

The greatest gift of God to man is eternal life: salvation can come only 
through the name of Christ; a knowledge can be obtained only by the 
assistance of the Holy Ghost, and this knowledge or testimony of Jesus is 
the Spirit of prophecy: what a contradictory position a man places him- 
self in when he says in one breath that he desires salvation through Jesus 
Christ, and in the next he denies the working of the Spirit which alone 
can give him a testimony of Christ! It is a more important thing to 
know that Jesus is the Savior than it is to perform miracles. The same 
Spirit, however, which will assist a person in one case will also help him 
in the other as they are only different workings of that Spirit. 

All these things being considered, and the numerous other promises 
which were made to believers being taken into account, one is forced to 
the conclusion that there are comparatively very few people to-day who 
are really in possession of the Holy Ghost. Jesus said the world could 
not receive the Spirit because they neither saw Him nor knew Him, only 
those who were willing to humble themselves and faithfully abide by 
every commandment of the Lord could receive the Spirit which would 
bring to their remembrance His teachings, show them things to come, and 
give them a testimony of Him. The same conditions are in force to-day ; 
people will not abide by them and the consequence is that they are left 
in darkness. But there is no doubt in the minds of those who have sub- 
mitted themselves to the proper ordinances of the Gospel that they have 
received of this Spirit. B. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Charles Williams, Jr., has been 
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honorably released from presiding over the Cheltenham Conference to 
return home August 1, 1895. 

Elder Joseph Barker has been appointed to preside over the Cheltenham 
Conference. 

On account of sickness Elder Elijah W. Clayton has been honorably 
released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference 
to return home August 1, 1895. 

Elder James C. Woods has been released from laboring as Traveling 
Elder in the Nottingham Conference, and has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the London Conference. 


LEEDs CONFERENCE Notice.—The Leeds Conference will be held in the 
Temperance Hall, Town Street, Birkenshaw, near Leeds, on Sunday, 
August 11, 1895. Meetings will begin at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
Conference House Address: 160 St. Stephen’s Road, Bradford. 


LiverRPOOL CONFERENCE Norite.—The Liverpool Conference will be 
held in the Power Loom Weavers’ Association Buildings, No. 1 Clayton 
Street, Blackburn, on Sunday, August 18, 1895. Meetings will commence 
at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


LOOK AFTER YOUR GENEALOGIES. 


I DESIRE to call the attention of the Saints scattered throughout the 
British Isles, and whose intention it is, as soon as circumstances will 
permit, to gather to Zion, to the importance of their seeking after the 
genealogies of their relatives and friends. Through failing to do this, the 
writer has suffered hours of untold sorrow and regret. It is true, the 
importance of such a work was never fully explained to me until I came 
to Zion and entered the holy temple to officiate in the ordinances of salva- 
tion for the dead, and then lo! it was too late. Had I known the import- 
ance of genealogies before I left my native land, I might have succeeded 
in obtaining some which would prove of incalculable benefit to me now. 

As soon as I learned the value of genealogies, [ began to send letters to 
my relatives and friends, requesting them to give me the desired informa- 
tion; I sent them presents, and employed divers means to try to court 
them to send me genealogies of my ancestors; but with one or two excep- 
tions, my presents have been retained and my letters left unanswered. 
Almost all this information I might have obtained before leaving home at 
very little trouble and expense. 

While upon the Atlantic, on my way to Zion, I made the acquaintance 
of an Elder who was returning from a mission to Sweden, where he 
had been in quest of genealogies. He told me that he had spent a small 
fortune searching for the records of his fathers, which, had he but known 
their true value before he emigrated some twenty years previous, he could 
have secured for a mere trifle. “But,” he added, “I am glad to get them 
at any price.” | 

One of the objects the Lord has in gathering us to Zion is that we might 
become the saviors who, Obadiah says, shall come up on Mount Zion. But 
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how can we become saviors of our kindred dead unless we officiate for 
them in the holy temples? 

My advice is, to those who have not done so already, commence at once 
the work of collecting the genealogies of al] your relatives and friends who 
have died. If you cannot get the dates of their birth and death, ascertain 
about the time such events took place. Visit the churchyards, and copy 
from the head stones the names of those for whom you may desire to work; 
search the records of the churches; the records of poorhouses, and those 
at the office of the registrar of births, marriages, and deaths. And not 
only this, but preserve the obituary notices which appear in the daily 
papers of your district. During the past year I received a number of 
weekly newpapers from a relative in Ireland. I cut the deaths out and 
pasted them in a book, and from these I have been able to supply a 
number of persons with much valuable information concerning their 
relatives and friends. 

The work of collecting genealogies must be approached with great care 
because in the majority of cases those who possess the information, if they 
learn for what purpose you desire it, will refuse to give it to you. I 
remember calling upon a friend one day in the hope of being able to get 
some genealogical information which I knew she possessed. In the course 
of our conversation I noticed that she entertained anything but a friendly 
disposition toward the Latter-day Saints. I knew if I mentioned geneal- 
ogies my request would be flatly refused. At last I broached the subject 
in this way: 

“Mary, how long has Thomas been dead ?” 

“Seven years,” she replied. 

“Seven years! It doesn’t appear to me to be so long as that.” 

“Tt is, nevertheless. But to convince you I will get the record.” 

Whereupon she went to the parlor and brought me the large family 
Bible, containing the genealogy of her relatives, from which I copied a 
list of names. 

Pray to the Lord to open up the way for you, and to soften the hearts 
of your relatives and friends that you may find favor in their sight, and 
that they may be prompted to assist you (unwittingly it may be) in the 
redemption of your dead. Wm. A. M. 


THE LORD’S WAY. 


Tue Lord has His own way in managing the affairs of His Church, and 
sometimes that way happens to be in conflict with the views and antici- 
pations of its members. When the Latter-day Saints were compelled to 
leave the States and take their journey into these far western wilds it was 
expected, and by many, perhaps, hoped and desired, that they would be, 
to a great extent and for a long time, separated from the rest of the world. 
The treatment they had received was so heartless and cruel because of 
their religion being so unpopular, they had no wish to be again brought 
in contact with the elements they had fled from. Having been driven 
from their homes and their possessions several times, they hoped in coming 
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to the mountains to escape such a fate in the future. The most of those 
early settlers were content to endure every kind of hardship and privation 
if they could only enjoy peace and the freedom of religious worship. Their 
sad and painful experience hud caused them to believe it was only possible 
by being far removed from their former persecutors. Hence, they viewed 
with pleasure the prospect of being secluded and hidden from observation 
and from contact with the world. From their standpoint obscurity 
and isolation insured a degree of safety which they thought it not 
possible to obtain if they were surrounded by jealous, covetous, or hostile 
neighbors. It was very natural that they should think so. 

This feeling was not confined to Latter-day Saints; for reflecting men 
not of our faith saw the danger which the Saints would be in when popula- 
tions opposed to their religion should become numerous around them. 

Some years ago a prominent government official, whom I had known in 
Washington, came to Utah on business for the government. In con- 
versation with him he expressed himself very feelingly concerning the 
situation of the Latter-day Saints. He knew something of their past 
history and of the treatment they had received from mobs. Stretching 
out his arm, and pointing down the valley, a sweeping and commanding 
view of which could be had from the point where we were standing, he 
remarked: “When I look at this beautiful valley and the grandeur of the 
surrounding mountains, your comfortable homes, your fine farms and 
fields, orchards and gardens, all wrested from the wilderness at such an 
immense cost of means and toil, I sincerely wish that you were somewhere 
else and away from our jurisdiction; for 1 see nothing but trouble ahead 
of you. Your country will be coveted, and there will not be pretexts 
wanting to justify taking it from you.” 

The idea in his mind was plain. 

We had a country which our industry, energy, and perseverance, under 
the blessing of the Lord, had converted from a desert into a place of 
beauty, and he foresaw that in the opinion of many thereafter it would 
be considered too good for us, and measures would, perhaps, be taken to 
repeat the past and drive us from it. His feelings upon this point 
appeared to be precisely similar to those of our brethren who first settled 
here. 

In reply to him I asked, “Where could we have gone or where can we 
now go, to any spot on this earth more secluded or less likely to become 
attractive than these valleys of the Rocky Mountains were when the 
Latter-day Saints first came to them? Go now where we might upon this 
continent—and our religious faith binds us to this continent—and the 
same results which you now witness,” I said, “in this valley would soon 
be witnessed wherever we would settle. If it were possible to select a 
spot more unfavorable for settlement than this country was in 1847, the 
application of the qualities which the Latter-day Saints possess would, in 
time, convert it into a beautiful and an attractive place.” 

He admitted the correctness of my statement, but still appeared to be 
apprehensive and mournful concerning our future. 

While the Latter-day Saints remain in the world, and are true to their 
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religion, they must attract attention, and people for various reasons—in 
the past it has been principally for money-making—will be drawn to them. 
We must not forget the prophecies. They clearly indicate that people 
will come to Zion for peace, security, and good government. However 
improbable it may seem at present, in view of the manner Salt Lake and 
Ogden cities are now governed, the words of the Lord will, nevertheless, 
be fulfilled. More unlikely things than this have happened, and they will 
happen again. It is very evident the Lord sees that His people need 
schooling, and He is permitting them to get it. The method may not be 
pleasant to them, or it may not be the one they would have selected had 
the choice been left to them. But we must acknowledge that He knows 
what is best.—Juventle Instructor. 


THE POSSIBILITY OF LIFE IN OTHER WORLDS. 


THE standard argument in support of the belief that certain other planets 
might be inhabited was of this kind. It was noticed that the sun lies at 
the centre of a system of bodies which revolve around it, and that among 
these bodies the earth holds an intermediate place. It is nearer to the 
central luminary than are some of the other planets, while, on the other 
hand, it is more remote than others. The warmth and light received by 
the earth from the sun would therefore be greater than that received by 
some planets, and less than that received by others. If some of the planets 
are much larger than the earth, then it must be remembered that other 
members of the same system are smaller than our globe, and that some of 
them are very much smaller. It was also pointed out that the earth in 
other respects is, as it were, a fair average specimen of a planet. Some of 
these bodies have moons revolving around them. It is quite true that 
Jupiter, Saturn, and Uranus are more richly endowed with attendant 
globes than is the earth; but then Mercury and Venus appear to be 
unprovided with any moons. It was thus seen that in the matter of 
satellites, as well as in dimensions and in situation, our globe is an inter- 
mediate one in the systein. This conclusion was confirmed by the subse- 
quent discovery that Mars had a pair of satellites and Neptune a single 
one. Indeed, the claims of the earth to be a typical planet might be 
pushed still further. A notable characteristic of a planetary globe is its 
density, that is to say, its weight in comparison with the weight of a globe 
of water of equal dimensions. Here again our earth appears in the light 
of a fairly representative object. It is much lighter, no doubt, bulk for 
bulk, than some of the other planets. It is, on the other hand, much 
heavier than others. 

It is also noticeable in this connection, that our globe is surrounded 
with a copious atmosphere, and this is an attribute which of course stands 
in an obvious and specially important relation to the question of the earth 
as an abode of life. Those who pondered on the possibility of life on 
other worlds could not fail to be struck by the fact that some of those 
other worlds were also surrounded by atmospheres. If these atmospheres 
in certain cases, were excessively dense and abundant, and in others 
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greatly attenuated, this circumstance alone would tend once again 
to illustrate the intermediate rank, so to speak, of our earth as a member 
of the planetary system. 

The argument then ran in this wise. Regarding our earth asa globe 
which constitutes a member of the solar system, it can hardly be said to 
possess very extreme attributes. It does not appear to be marked out 
in any specially distinctive manner which would qualify it rather than 
certain of the other globes for becoming suitable abodes for life. The 
qualities which the earth possesses are, generally speaking, conferred upon 
it in degrees intermediate to those in which other globes of the system are 
endowed with similar qualities. As the earth was inhabited, it would seem 
only reasonable to assume that in this respect also it was not exceptional, 
and that in all probability the other globes, some of them, or many of 
them, were also fitted for the abode of life, suitably adapted to the con- 
ditions which each globe had to offer. 

Such was in outline the famous argument which was presented half a 
century ago, in support of the conclusion that in all probability certain 
other planets besides our earth contained organic life. . . . Itis plain 
that the ancient argument in support of the notion that some of the - 
planets might be tenanted with life, can be considerably re-inforced by 
modern discoveries. For it may now be regarded as practically certain 
that various elements known on this earth are present in the planetary 
bodies. We thus see that the components necessary for the physical 
frame-work of living creatures may, in all probability, be as abundantly 
provided upon some of the other planets as on the earth. 

In this connection it is instructive to bear in mind what is known as to 
the distribution of those particular elements in space which appear to be 
most characteristically associated with the manifestation of life. No 
result of spectroscopic research among the heavenly bodies has been more 
remarkable than that which demonstrates the extraordinary abundance 
with which the element hydrogen is diffused throughout the universe. It 
is, of course, one of the commonest elements of the earth, entering, as it does, 
into the composition of every drop of water. Hydrogen is also a constitu- 
ent part of a vast number of solid bodies, but the remarkable circumstance 
for our present purpose is that this same element is found in profusion 
elsewhere. Surrounding that visual glowing globe of the sun there is an 
invisible atmosphere, of which hydrogen is one of the most prominent com- 
ponents. A like conclusion is drawn from the spectra of many of the 
stars. In case of certain specially white and brilliant gems, of which 
Sirius and Vega may be taken as the types, the chief spectroscopic feature 
is the extraordinary abundance in which hydrogen is present. Even in 
the dim and distant nebule gaseous hydrogen is the constituent more 
easily recognized than any other which they may possess. Indeed it may 
be affirmed that we do not know any other substance which is so widely 
diffused as hydrogen. It need hardly be said that this gas is an important 
constituent in those compound bodies with which life is associated. In that 
somewhat gruesome exhibition, which shows the actual quantities of the 
several elements of which an average human body is composed, the bulk of 
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the hydrogen forms one of the most striking items, and indeed in connection 
with all forms of animal] and vegetable life, hydrogen is of primary import- 
ance. In the argument from analogy for the existence of life in other 
worlds it is significant to note that an element associated in such an 
emphatic manner with the manifestation of life here should now be shown 
to be widespread through the universe. 

In like manner carbon, which is, of course, an essentia] factor in organic 
substances, has been demonstrated to exist in other parts of the solar 
system. The most striking illustration of this fact is presented in the case 
of the glowing solar clouds, which there is now good reason to believe are 
due tocarbon. Many of the comets exhibit lines in their spectra char- 
acteristic of the sameelement. If these bodies, as has been often supposed 
are drawn by solar attraction from the remotest parts of space, the carbon 
which they bear testifies that this element is present through a wide 
extent of the universe. Here, again, modern research has gone far to 
strengthen the argument as to the possible existence of life elsewhere. It 
has shown the cosmical nature of that particular element which, if not 
itself the veritable abode of life, seems to be, at all events, a constituent 
thereof. 

No reasonable person will, I think, doubt that the tendency of modern 
research has been in favor of the supposition that there may be life on 
some of the other globes. But the character of each organism has to be 
fitted so exactly to its environment, that it seems in the highest degree 
unlikely that any organism we know here could live on any other globe 
elsewhere. We cannot conjecture what the organism must be which 
would be adapted for a residence in Venus or Mars, nor does any line of 
research at present known to us hold out the hope of more definite know- 
ledge.—Sm Ropert Batt, F.R.S., in the Fortnightly Review. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territoria papers. ) 

The Salt Lake Irrigation, Light and Power Company has lately been incorporated with 
a capital stock of $1,000,000. 

A happy party of excursionists, consisting of Presidents Woodruff, Cannon, and Smith, 
and members of their families have left Salt Lake City for the coast. President Wood- 
ruff has been suffering with asthmatic troubles, and it is hoped the sea coast and lower 
altitude will prove beneficial to him. They may be gone two weeks—the object is health 
and pleasure. Later word informs us that the President’s health was much improved 
and the trip would be extended to Alaska. 


On June 22, Eric Matson left his home at Bingham Canyun without notifying his folks 
and as he failed to return they became anxious about him. This was especially the case 
with his brother John, who during the night was troubled by a dream in which he saw 
Eric on the edge of a precipice loudly calling for help. The dream was repeated, and 
when morning came it was related to the neighbors the most of whom tried to dismiss it 
as unimportant. John could not get rid of the idea that something had happened to his 
brother, and a search was commenced and continued until a place was found which 
resembled exactly the place seen in his dream. At the bottom was found the dead body 
of the young man. It is not known whether or not he met his death accidentally, but 
this dream has caused a great deal of conversation among all classes of people, and is 
certainly of an extraordinary nature. 
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